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PRESS RELEASE
TrustAfrica Expresses Solidarity with the Arab Human Rights Fund on it Launch

March 7, 2008

TrustAfrica, an African foundation dedicated to the advancement of human rights and development
throughout Africa, is proud and delighted to be associated with the Arab Human Rights Fund, which
is being launched today.

Africa and the Arab world have a long history of solidarity that goes back into centuries. The launch
of the Arab Human Rights Fund, whose history TrustAfrica has been privileged to know about,
represents a very important milestone in strengthening the solidarity links between our two worlds.
It represents a very important pillar in our global network of highly dedicated individuals and
communities working for peace and justice throughout the world.

In the words of Akwasi Aidoo, the Executive Director of TrustAfrica, “The Arab Human Rights Fund
will emerge as one of the giant pivots around which the global human rights community will evolve in
the years ahead, partly because of the courageous and distinguished professionals who have
established it and partly because of its pioneering role in a region that is critically important for
peace, social justice and development of our world.”

As we heartily applaud the launch of this new and exciting member of the global human rights
community, TrustAfrica’s trustees, staff and partners in Africa call on all people of goodwill in the
Arab world to lend their unflinching support to the Arab Human Rights Fund.

Contact:
Mildred K. Barya at 221-33-869-4686 or barya@trustafrica.org




BRAZIL FUND FOR HUMAN RIGHTS CELEBRATES THE LAUNCH OF THE ARAB HUMAN RITGHS FUND

This Friday (7.3.2008), in Beirut, Lebanon, an independent fund to support organizations and activists
of human rights in the entire Arab region is being launched.

The Arab Human Rights Fund is an independent private foundation that aims to provide financial
resources and technical assistance to human rights organizations and activists based on their regional
and local needs. According to the Fund’s Executive Director, Fouad Hamdam, “the Fund is at the
heart of the Arab region”, and it is capable of understanding the human rights needs, priorities and
agendas of the Arab community. The foundation is committed to long-term solutions: “we will listen
to our grantees because people on the ground know best what the problems are and how to address
them”, affirms the Executive Director.

The Brazil Fund for Human Rights applauses this initiative and recognizes its relevance. Human rights
are currently violated all over the world, and its defenders still face huge difficulties to take over their
work. Financial support from international agencies has often been used to justify the lack of internal
investment and support to human rights organizations, as well as to disqualify those who are willing
to fight discrimination and to guarantee people’s rights to freedom and to a life of dignity. The Arab
Human Rights Fund intends to be an efficient response to this kind of argument, becoming a
mechanism to reduce dependence on foreign funding, and to encourage social justice philanthropy in
the region. In order to do so, it plans to raise funds in the Arab region and from the Diaspora,
operating in a transparent way, far from politicians, political parties or any other sources that could
compromise its independent decision-making process.

The Arab Human Rights Fund is bound to the principals established by the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights, and intends to contribute to the promotion of human rights without discrimination by
reason of ethnicity, religion, gender, national or social status, political opinions or of any other kind.
According to the Executive Director of the Brazil Fund for Human Rights, Ana Valéria Aradjo, “this is
an innovative proposal with major potential to build new paths for social justice in the region, as it
will mobilize and touch the most diverse sectors of the Arab society”.

More information on the initiative can be found in their webpage www.ahrfund.org.

S30 Paulo, March 07" 2008.

Contact:

Ana Valéria Araujo

Executive Director

Brazil Fund for Human Rights

(55-11) 3256-7852 or avaraujo@fundodireitoshumanos.org




FUNDO BRASIL DE DIREITOS HUMANOS COMEMORA LANCAMENTO DE FUNDO ARABE DE
DIREITOS HUMANOS

Em Beirute, Libano, ocorre nesta sexta (7.3.2008) o lancamento de um fundo independente que
pretende apoiar grupos e ativistas de direitos humanos em todo o mundo drabe

O Fundo Arabe de Direitos Humanos é uma fundacdo independente que pretende oferecer recursos
financeiros e assisténcia técnica a organizacdes e defensores de direitos humanos de acordo com as
necessidades regionais e locais do mundo drabe. Conforme ressalta o seu Diretor Executivo Fouad
Hamdam, “o Fundo esta sediado no cora¢do do mundo drabe” e é capaz de “entender as
necessidades, prioridades e a agenda dos defensores de direitos humanos em toda a regido”. A
fundagdo tem compromisso com solugdes de longo prazo: “vamos ouvir os nossos beneficiarios, pois
as pessoas que trabalham diretamente com as comunidades sabem realmente quais sdo os
problemas e o qual a melhor forma de resolvé-los”, afirma o Diretor Executivo.

O Fundo Brasil de Direitos Humanos aplaude a iniciativa e reconhece a sua relevancia. Direitos
humanos seguem sendo violados em todas as partes do mundo e os seus defensores enfrentam
imensas dificuldades para levar adiante o seu trabalho. E comum que o auxilio financeiro da
cooperacdo internacional a Regido tem sido usado para justificar a falta de investimento e apoio
interno as organizagdes de Direitos Humanos e para desqualificar o trabalho de quem se propée a
combater a discriminagao e a garantir o direito de todos a liberdade e a uma vida digna. O Fundo
Arabe de Direitos Humanos pretende ser uma resposta eficiente a isso, constituindo-se em
mecanismo de reducdo da dependéncia de recursos externos e de incentivo a filantropia de justica
social na regido. Para tanto, pretende captar recursos de doadores no mundo drabe e junto a
diaspora, operando de forma transparente, sem qualquer relagdo com politicos, partidos politicos ou
outras fontes que possam comprometer a sua independéncia de decisao.

O Fundo Arabe de Direitos Humanos pauta-se pelos principios estabelecidos na Declara¢do Universal
dos Direitos Humanos e pretende contribuir para a promoc¢ao dos direitos humanos sem
discriminacdo por razdes étnicas, religiosas, de género, status social ou nacional, opinido politica ou
de qualquer outra ordem. De acordo com a coordenadora executiva do Fundo Brasil de Direitos
Humanos, Ana Valéria Arauljo, “a proposta é inovadora e, ao envolver e sensibilizar os mais diversos
setores da sociedade drabe, tem imenso potencial para construir novos caminhos para a justica social
na regidao”.

Maiores informacdes sobre a fundagdo podem ser encontradas em www.ahrfund.org

Sao Paulo, 07 de margo de 2008.

Contato: Ana Valéria Araujo
(11) 3256-7852
avaraujo@fundodireitoshumanos.org.br




THE FUND FOR GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS
human rights are worth the risk

PRESS RELEASE

Fund for Global Human Rights Applauds Launch of Arab Human Rights Fund
March 7, 2008

The Fund for Global Human Rights applauds the launch of the new Arab Human Rights Fund. “We’ve
seen first-hand that getting financial resources to activists on the ground makes an enormous
difference. We are delighted to have a fund based in the Middle East join the network of human
rights funds based all over the world,” says Regan E. Ralph, the Fund for Global Human Rights
Executive Director.

Human rights activists in the Middle East and North Africa must grapple with hostile regimes and a
dearth of resources. Those that challenge authoritarian regimes suffer harassment and abuse. To
undermine support for human rights, officials in the region have denounced activists who accept
funding from outside sources as illegitimate or simply cut them off from any access to funding
sources. The Arab Human Rights Fund provides a critical response to such cynical politics. The Arab
Human Rights Fund will be able to highlight and build local support for human rights and act as an
independent, indigenous source of sustained funding for human rights organizations. “In every
corner of the globe, there are dedicated activists working for a life of freedom and dignity for their
communities. These activists work on the frontlines of the human rights struggle, with extremely
minimal resources, and often out of the headlines,” says Ms. Ralph. “The Arab Human Rights Fund
will be a critical partner for human rights activists challenging abuses throughout the Middle East.”

Contact:
Talia Bilodeau at 202/258-3313 or thilodeau@globalhumanrights.org

Fund for Global Human Rights
1634 | Street NW, Suite 1001
Washington, DC 20006

www.globalhumanrights.org
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“LAW & JUSCTICE” FOUNDATION CONGRATUALTES COLLEGUES FROM LEBANON

On March 7 2008, The Arab Human Rights Fund launch ceremony will be held in Beirut,
Lebanon. “This event is an important milestone in advancing the philanthropy-for-social-
justice movement in the world”, says Irina Efremova-Garth, Russian “Law and Justice”
Foundation director.

The Arab Human Rights Fund is a member of the international community that brings together
18 foundations from 13 countries, spanning Latin America and the Caribbean, the United
States, sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East and North Africa, Eastern Europe and South Asia,
which work to strengthen local philanthropy.

Russian Human Rights Foundation “Law and Justice” congratulates colleagues from Lebanon
with launching of the independent indigenous foundation. “We believe that Arab Human
Rights Fund will become a strong voice in promoting human rights and social justice in the
Arab region. Our Foundation looks forward to working with our Arab colleagues and learning
from each other’s efforts while addressing the issues of social justice, promoting human
rights and advancing local philanthropy in our countries”, says Irina Efremova-Garth, Russian
“Law and Justice” Foundation director.

The mission of the Arab Human Rights Fund is to provide support for the promotion and
realization of all human rights in the Arab region. According to Fateh Azzam, Chair of the
Arab Human Rights Fund Board “The idea of establishing AHRF was prompted by the desire
to increase resources for human rights protection in a focused manner, to reduce
dependence on foreign funding and to encourage social justice philanthropy in the Arab
region.”

To fulfill its mission the Arab Human Rights Fund will attract donors in the Arab region, from the
Diaspora, as well as from international foundations. More detailed information about the
Foundation may be found at www.ahrfund.org

Contact:
Irina Efremova-Garth at +7(495)973 3974 or igarth@yandex.ru




PACLUMPAETCA MEXAYHAPOAHAA CETb B/IATOTBOPUTE/IbHbLIX ®OHAO0B,
noAAEPKUBAIOLWUX NHULUATUBDI B OBJTIACTU
COLMANBHOM CNPABEL/INBOCTU U MPAB YE/IOBEKA

7 mapTta 2008 roga B beipyTe, /InBaH, coctoutca odpuuManbHan LEPEMOHNUA OTKPLITUA
Apabckoro doHaa MpaB Yenoseka. ITO cobbITME CTaHET BaKHbIM 3TANOM B Pa3BUTUM
MeXAYHapOo4HOM ceT 6NaroTBOPUTENIbHBIX NPABO3aLWMUTHLIX GOHA0B.

«Mpesa cospaHua Apabckoro doHpa [lpas YenoBeka OCHOBaHa Ha CTpemMaeHUU
MO6MAN30BaTb Pecypchbl ANA LeaeHanpasAeHHON MOAAEPKKM NPaBo3alUTHON AeATENbHOCTH,
CHM3MTb 3aBMCMMOCTb [OAHHOrO HanpasneHua OT 3apybeskHoro ¢uHaHCcMpoBaHMA U
cnocobcTBoBaTh pasBuTUIO 61aroTBOPUTENLHOCTM B chepe couManbHON cnpaseniMBoCTU B
apabckom pernoHe», otmedaeT daTtex Aszam, npeaceaatens Cosera gmpektopos GoHaa.

[na BbinonHeHUsA cBoux nporpamm doHA OyaeT npuB/ieKaTb cpencTBa AOHOPOB U
napTHepoB Ha BauxkHem BOCTOKe, HaLMOHANbHbIX AMACNOp W MeXAyHapoAHbIX ¢oHA0B,
KOTOpble Pa3aenatoT LeHHOCTM HoBoro ®oHAa M yBayKaloT MPaBo ero PyKOBOAALLMX OPraHoB Ha
He3aBMCMMOE MpUHATUE pelleHnn. bonee noapobHyto nHbopmaumio o PoHae, ero MUCCUU U
MHULIMATUBAX MOXKHO HalMTU Ha canTe www.ahrfund.org

Apabckuii GoHg Mpas Yenoseka BXOAUT B MEXAYHAPOAHYIO ceTb, 06beanHatowyto 18
6narotBoputenbHbix ¢oHAO0B B 13 cTpaHax Mupa, BKAtoYas bpasuauio, NHguio, Uspaunb,
KeHuto, MeKcuky, Poccnio u CLUA. OcHoBHOWM 3aadein ceTu sBAAETCA pa3Butme duaaHTponnu B
CBOMX CTPaHax W NpuB/eYeHNe NOKaNbHbIX GUHAHCOBbLIX pecypcoB ana 60pbbbl C counanbHOM
HecnpaBeA/IMBOCTbIO M HApYyLWeEHMAMM NpaB U cBoboa Yenoseka.

Poccuitckunit 6naroTBopmTeNbHbIM NpPaBo3almTHbIM PoHA «MMpaBo M cnpaBeasIMBOCTbY
NpPVBETCTBYET co3gaHue Apabckoro ®oHaa MpaB YenoBeka U »KesfaeT Kojsieram ycrnexos B WX
HauMHAHMAX MO pPa3BUTUIO BNaroTBOPUTENLHOCTM B chepe NpaB YesoBeKa M CoumasbHOW
CNpaBeaMBOCTHU.

KOHTaKT: MpuHa Edppemosa-TapT, Ten. +7(499)973 3974, igarth@yandex.ru




